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in developing the strong sense of history and
community that are important to the edu-
cational mission of 4-H.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
recognizing Harry Broermann, one of Mis-
souri’s finest citizens. Harry’s commitment to
the community is remarkable, and | am hon-
ored to represent him in the United States
Congress.

————

IN HONOR OF STATE REPRESENT-
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Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to pay tribute to
State Representative Gerald A. Buckworth,
who after 26 years of service in the State
House has chosen not to seek another term in
office. Throughout his political, professional,
and private life, he has tirelessly worked to
better the Delaware community

In addition to raising four children, and six
grandchildren, with his wife Vicki, he served
as a teacher, principal, and coach in the Cae-
sar Rodney School District for more than 30
years. His extensive involvement in the Dela-
ware public school system made him one of
the General Assembly’s foremost authorities
on public education. His dedication to helping
Delaware youth has eased the transition to
adulthood for many young Delawareans. He is
a key supporter of the State Police Cadets, a
program in which college students learn skills
in preparation for careers in law enforcement.
Without a doubt, one of his top priorities has
always been encouraging children to realize
their goals.

As his thirteen consecutive terms in office
demonstrate, he has been a prominent and
well-respected member of the Delaware Gen-
eral Assembly. In addition to serving 5 years
as the Majority Whip, he also served on mul-
tiple committees including: appropriations, cor-
rections, joint finance, labor, public safety, and
tourism. Additionally, he chaired the Family
Law Commission, a General Assembly organi-
zation that examines family court proceedings
in an effort to make recommendations for im-
provement.

| congratulate and thank State Rep. Gerald
Buckworth for his valuable contributions and
many years of admirable service to the State
of Delaware. | am sure that as he begins to
spend more time with his family and enjoy re-
tirement, that he will remain an active and in-
fluential member of the community. Thank
you, for all you have done and continue to do
for the people of our State.

———
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Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,

there are few among us who have given more
of themselves to making the world a better
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place than Con Cassidy, who passed away
last year on September 24, 2005. As we con-
tinue to mourn the passing of our dear friend
Con, | want to take a few moments to remem-
ber his life and his work in the community he
served so faithfully in so many different ways.

One of Con’s greatest pleasures during his
lifetime was helping those in need. He leaves
behind an impressive list of accomplishments
that most people can only dream of achieving
in their lifetime. Con will be remembered for
many reasons, not the least of which is his in-
spirational leadership that has had a profound
effect on people trying to better their lives.
Even with all of his work in public service and
with community organizations, Con also en-
deared himself to many because of his gen-
erous spirit and wise counsel. Whether it was
a local concern or just a relaxed visit with an
old friend, Con’s friends always knew they
would find the support and guidance they
were looking for in a chat with Con. While in
his presence, you were immediately put at
ease with his warm smile, his firm handshake,
his reassuring voice and his admirable char-
acter.

We have all felt his loss in one way or an-
other, however those individuals that have
special needs due to unforeseen cir-
cumstances or serious illness are the ones
that will suffer most from the loss of their
friend, Con. Anyone who knew Con knew that
he was a person who spent countless hours
volunteering his time and energy to benefit in-
dividuals and organizations in need.

The Con Cassidy Foundation has been es-
tablished by a group of his friends and family
in his honor with the hope of continuing his
tradition of giving. The “Make a Wish Founda-
tion” will be the primary benefactor of pro-
ceeds raised and will be given in Con
Cassidy’s name. Con’s legacy and his tradition
of giving will endure in the wonderful work
being done by the Foundation established in
his honor.

Mr. Speaker, as the Con Cassidy Founda-
tion gathers to honor his memory and life on
June 22—the anniversary of his birthday—I
ask my colleagues to join me in tribute for all
he has done to strengthen our community and
better the lives of others. Con Cassidy’s life is
truly an eloquent statement about what one
committed citizen can do.

————
CONGRESSMAN RANGEL AP-
PLAUDS PRESIDENT BUSH FOR
SIGNING PROCLAMATION DE-
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend President Bush for his support of
the resolution that acknowledges the contribu-
tions of Caribbean peoples in America and de-
clares June as Caribbean Heritage Month. |
also would like to congratulate the Honorable
BARBARA LEE for her efforts in bringing about
this initiative, receiving 81 co-sponsors and
getting this monumental legislation passed in
both chambers of Congress. As one of the co-
sponsors, | am extremely proud to be a part
of the effort to recognize the Caribbean-Ameri-
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cans nationwide who have been a colorful
thread of our Nation’s fabric.

This proclamation recognizes the millions of
Caribbean peoples in the United States for
their contributions to American society since
its foundation. As a representative of a large
Caribbean constituency, | have always felt the
need to advocate on behalf of this distinctive
community while educating others that Carib-
bean cultures have influenced our educational
and political structures as well as popular cul-
ture.

Since 1619, immigrants from the Caribbean
islands began to populate America, bringing
with them elements of cultural, religious and
linguistic diversity. | appreciate the emphasis
that this resolution places on shedding light on
our Nation’s history as many great political
thinkers, such as President Alexander Ham-
ilton, were born in the Caribbean. This little
known fact was largely unheard of because of
the taboos, discrimination and racism that ex-
isted in our country’s past.

Today, as our Nation’s third border, Carib-
bean nations and our relations with them are
fundamental to our interdependent successes
in sharing medical advancements, fighting ter-
rorism and promoting diversity appreciation.

In celebration of Caribbean Heritage month,
this June, | will promote participation in local
festivities. | am glad to support activities such
as parades, carnivals and festivals that are
being held in my district and nationwide in true
Island fashion and flair.
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Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Scott Florence, a very special
young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 495, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Scott has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Scott has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Scott Florence for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

————
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Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commend the service of Jim Williams,
the Director of the US-VISIT program at the
Department of Homeland Security. Mr. Wil-
liams is leaving his position in the coming
weeks to become the Commissioner of the
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